MANSFIELD DISTRICT COUNCIL

	Report of Licensing Manager
To

Licensing Committee

14th July 2022

	LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976 PART II
SECTION 65 – APPLICATION FOR INCREASE IN HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES


1.
SUMMARY
1.1
A request has been received to increase the Hackney Carriage Table of Fares from three Taxi Forum Members.  The purpose of this report is to present the request to enable the Committee to determine, if they wish to make adjustments to the Council’s existing Table of Fares.
2.
RECOMMENDATION

2.1
That following the prescribed advertisement in the local press of the statutory notice regarding the proposed tariff changes and the expiry of the 14 days notice period with no objections being received, the Mansfield District Council Hackney Carriage Table of Fares will be updated with immediate effect as detailed below. In the event that objections are received these will be reported back to the committee for consideration and determination.

Proposal 

Tariff 1 from 0600 to 2200

Minimum fare £3.00

Waiting Time £16 per hour 

With each additional 1/10th mile [176yards] or uncompleted part thereof 0.20p

Tariff 2 from 2200 to 0600 


Minimum fare £4.00

Waiting Time £18 per hour 

With each additional 1/10th mile [176 yards] or uncompleted part thereof 0.30p

Tariff 3 from 0000 to 2359 Statutory Bank & Public Holidays

Minimum fare £5.00

Waiting Time £20 per hour or 0.30p per 36 seconds

With each additional 1/10th mile [176yards] or uncompleted part thereof 0.30p

Sundries

Soiling Charge increase to £60
Pets £2.50
Assistance Dogs £0.00
3.
BACKGROUND

3.1
The council’s current Table of Fares came into operation on 19 December 2019.  Since that time increases in licence fees, fuel prices and vehicle maintenance costs have risen significantly and this is having a negative effect upon the Hackney Carriage Trade.
3.2
Applications to vary the Table of Fares have been received from members of the Taxi Forum Group.  

3.3
Subsequent to the receipt of these applications a consultative meeting has been held with group members forming the Taxi Forum Group and further consultation of non-members has also been carried out.
3.4
In setting a fare tariff the council’s tariff relates to a maximum fare and the driver is at liberty to accept less than the amount shown on the taxi meter.  The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 allows agreement to be made in advance of the hiring of a Hackney Carriage that a sum less than that shown on the meter at the end of the hire period can be paid.
3.5
Local Authorities across the country regularly review their Table of Fares to reflect current economic climates that affect their communities.
3.6
In the event that objections are received following the advertisement of the proposal a report with the objections will be bought to the committee for consideration and determination. 

4.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE

(a)
Members may choose to grant the increase in the Fare tariff.

(b)
Members may choose to reject the increase in the Fare Tariff.

(c)
Members may choose to set an alternative Fare Tariff.

5.
BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1
Advertising cost of proposal in a local paper. 
6.
RISK ASSESSMENT OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND OPTIONS

	Risk 
	Risk Assessment 
	Risk Level 
	Risk Management 

	Approve Proposal within the report.
	As a consequence of consultation with trade members there is a reduced risk of an “objection” to the proposals from licensed vehicle owners and drivers.
	High
	The recommended proposal will assist to ensure that licensed Hackney Carriage owners and drivers are able to support their businesses and to maintain vehicles to a roadworthy and acceptable standard but at the same time could result in fewer members of the public being able to afford to travel in a Hackney Carriage and opt for the cheaper option of a Private Hire Vehicle. 

	
	
	
	

	Reject the Proposals within the report.
	Trade members may consider that the Authority is denying the opportunity to maintain living standards resulting in a deterioration of relationships of the Authority and possibility of judicial review.
	High
	Arranging a further meeting with trade representatives to explore further options may diminish the identified risks.


	Choose to set an alternative Fare Tariff
	Trade members may consider that consultative arrangements are not working, resulting in a deterioration of relationships with the Authority and possibly to judicial review.
	Medium
	Arranging a further meeting with trade representatives to explore further options may diminish the identified risks.


7.
ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES

7.1
The adjustment of the Council’s Fare Tariff provides the Council with a mechanism to secure community safety and reduce crime and disorder.

8.
IMPLICATIONS RELATING TO RELEVANT LEGISLATION

8.1
Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Part II

9.
COMMENTS OF STATUTORY OFFICERS 
 (b)
Monitoring Officer – No specific comments. 
(c)
Head of Financial Services – No specific comments
10.
CONSULTATION

10.1
The following groups have been consulted during the development of these proposals:
· Taxi Forum Group members
· Hackney Carriage Vehicle Owners/Drivers non-members
11.
BACKGROUND PAPERS

11.1
Documents from trade members requesting fare tariff increase are held on file in the Licensing Section.
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